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threaten Fla.
Supreme
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Justices

Civic
Leader
Fannye
Ayer
Ponder
BY JON WILSON
Staff Writer

BY GAYLE ANDREWS
Political Writer

TALLAHASSEE — The
Florida Supreme Court scandal of 1975 was a stunning
example of the power of politics and its corrupting influence on our most revered
and independent branch of
government.
To serve on the high
court was and remains a career triumph for the jurists
who preside from a bench
that towers above the
lawyers pleading a case. The
justices represent the best
legal minds Florida has to
offer and they make decisions on cases affecting the
lives of Floridians.
In the mid-1970s three
justices, with impeccable
credentials, were so influenced by politics, they not
only ruined their careers but
touched off a scandal that
would change the process of
appointing and electing
Florida judges forever.
Justices David McCain,
Hal Dekle and Joe Boyd
were the focus of unprecedented House impeachment
proceedings following a
number of scathing newspaper reports and investigations. The investigations
revealed that utility company
lawyers and other political

ST. PETERSBURG —
This year is the 70th anniversar y of the St.
Petersburg Metropolitan
Section of the National
Council of Negro Women
(NCNW), whose home is a
city landmark on Ninth Avenue South.
Fannye Ayer Ponder, a
teacher and civic leader,
founded the organization
in 1942 when African
Americans lived under
strict Jim Crow customs in
St. Petersburg. Mar y
McLeod Bethune organized the national council in
1935 to advocate for black
women.
Mrs. Bethune, for
whom Bethune-Cookman
University is named, was a
friend of Mrs. Ponder’s
parents, and Mrs. Ponder
considered the older
woman a second mother.
The two sometimes traveled abroad together; and
they paid several visits to
the White House, having
tea with Eleanor Roosevelt, Bess Truman and
Mamie Eisenhower.
Both Mrs. Ponder and
the chapter house have
been nominated for honors
by the African American
Heritage Project, an ongoing initiative to recognize
historically significant people, places and events in
the African-American community.
Mrs. Ponder came to
St. Petersburg from Ocala
in 1925 with her husband,
Dr. James Ponder, one of

Annual church conference
held in St. petersburg
BY HOLLY KESTENIS
Staff Writer

ST. PETERSBURG —
The 72nd Session of the
West Coast Conference
was in full force last week
as congregation members joined alongside distinguished leaders of the
church for a weeklong
celebration and acknowledgement of faith.
The
African
Methodist
Episcopal

Church (A.M.E.) is a
well connected organization. There are numerous local churches in
Pinellas County and with
each area church being
part of the larger connection; the A.M.E. has
grown in devotees.
This year’s host
church was the Greater
Mt. Zion A.M.E. Church,
located at 1045 16th St. S.
in St. Petersburg.
“As you look around

you can see a big smile,”
Presiding Elder Jerome
L. Denmark said last
Thursday. “People are
happy.”
The idea for the
A.M.E Church came
about in the late 1700s. It
was a time of slavery and
oppression, and the unchristian like attitude and
treatment of black people
was prevalent in the
church.
Split from the main

branch of the Methodist
church, founder Richard
Allen dreamed of a place
of worship where the
color of a man’s skin didn’t dictate where or who
could connect with God.
In the early years,
several congregations
served as schools and
even as stations in the
Underground Railroad.
After the Civil War, there
was a rush to evangelize
ex-slaves in the South
See CHURCH, page 8

See JUSTICES, page 6

Local church in search of talent
BY HOLLY KESTENIS

at 1427 4th St. S., she is
testing the microphone
in preparation for a night
of entertainment.
“There’s so many different ways that we
praise God,” Suggs said.
“This right here gives
people the opportunity to
have no limit to how you
feel.”
For the last four
weeks, Suggs, Grace and
Mercy Church’s Praise
Team Leader, has acted

Staff Writer

Gov. Rick Scott

ST. PETERSBURG —
If you think you’ve got
talent and you love the
gospel, look no further,
we’ve got just the place
for you.
It’s five o’clock on
Sunday, and Latoya
Suggs is getting ready
for another evening of
praising the Lord. But instead of polishing the
pews of Grace and
Mercy Church, located

See PONDER, page 6

The Fannye Ponder site
was named a
historical landmark by
the city council in 1991.

Mistress of ceremony Latoya Suggs

45 Years of Service to the Tampa Bay Area

See TALENT, page 7
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REEVES BUILDING, PLUMBING
& ROOFING CONTRACTOR
Over 34 Years in Tampa Bay
Specializing In:
Painting • Drywall • Flooring
Plumbing • Windows• Roofing
Soffit & Fascia Cabinets• Kitchen & Bath
Garage & Porch Rehabilitation
Custom Home Remodeling
Approved Rehabilitation Contractor for: City of Tampa, Hillsborough County,
City of St. Petersburg, Pinellas County and Polk County

Call MICHAEL REEVES - Phone/Fax 813-238-6197
Email: reevesbuilding@verizon.net • www.ReevesBuilding.com
Licenses:

CFC025588

CCC1326860

CBC1251478
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OPINION
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DEADLINES

THE BLACK PRESS

All news items, advertising copy and
related art submitted for publication
on Thursday must be at the office of
The Weekly Challenger no later than
4 p.m. Monday.

believes that America can
best lead the world from racial
antagonism when it accords to
every man, regardless of race,
creed or color, his human and
legal rights. Hating no man,
fearing no man... the Black Press
strives to help every man in the
firm belief that all men are hurt
as long as anyone is held back.

COLUMNIST’S
DISCLAIMER
The views expressed by The
Weekly Challenger columnists/
advice columnists do not necessarily
reflect the views of The Weekly
Challenger. By publishing such
columns, The Challenger is not
advocating the following of any
advice or suggestion expressed.

BY JONATHAN SCOTT

SUBMISSIONS POLICY
Submissions to The Weekly
Challenger may be edited for
reasons of space, clarity or for
considerations of liability. All
submissions become the sole
property of The Weekly Challenger.
The Weekly Challenger reserves the
right to run all or part of any
submission at a later time. Some
submissions may take precedence due
to timeliness or newsworthiness.

A time to act
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October 18, 2012
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© The Weekly Challenger
All rights reserved. No portions of this periodical
may be reproduced without expressed consent.
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With less than three
weeks left before the presidential polls open, it is
baffling to me that some
African Americans who
are in leadership positions
will use the time left to
cast doubt on whether or
not we, African Americans, should vote for President Obama.
I am certain that Fox
News and the republican
strategists will be laughing all the way to the voting booths after reading
their discontent with President Obama. They may
even be compelled to refer
to him as “Bro. Prez.”
I can empathize with
those journalists, publishers and editors who
were/are offended by the
Obama campaign for not
giving this community
equal dollars for voter registration drives, educational
projects
and

advertising dollars to the
black press. Certainly this
money would have been
well spent and it may have
had an impact on this
year’s elections.
But for whatever reason Florida did not receive
an equal and fair amount,
this has been interpreted
that Obama and his strategists are taking the black
vote for granted. My reply
to this is: why shouldn’t he
take our vote for granted?
For years the Democratic Party has taken it
for granted and the best
we got in recent years was
Bill Clinton. The Republican Party has taken our
non participation for
granted, and we got the
likes of Regan, Bush Sr.
and Bush Jr. and that gun
toting Cheney.
I am certainly not a
campaign strategist, so I
cannot second guest their
motives. However, I do
feel if what the Obama
strategists did in 2008
worked, and it is not broken in 2012, why fix it.
Nothing is wrong in
getting the biggest bang
for your dollar. Certainly
his campaign strategists
and analysts are not above
criticism, however, at this
late stage in the election
process we must pull
ranks together and do
what we can to get this
president another term. It

W e e ncourage L etters

is really too late to start
throwing stones.
It is no question that
the Obama team needs
this swing state, and every
vote in this state will count
especially in light of voter
suppression laws. It goes
without saying that those
voters that are still sitting
on the fence of indecision
will swing this state red or
blue.
As far as those theologians who have influence
over mass congregations
that have problems with
the Obama administration
endorsing gay marriages.
I concur that this is a very
sensitive issue, but it is
just one issue and it
should not be the determining factor if he gets
your vote or not.
One last thing for
those African Americans
who are voting for Obama
simply because he is
black, do not let those undercover
republicans
throw you on a guilt trip
by questioning your motives.
The decision to vote
for him because he is
black is just as intelligent
and political as voting for
him because of his policies. And if you still have a
problem, think about the
number of whites that will
not vote for him just because he is black.

to the

e ditor !
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COMMUNITY NEWS
AKAdemy Round Up

LET’S
TALK
LAW
By JAcqLyn F.BryAnT, ESq.

Florida judges
Although we are less
than one month away
from this year’s presidential election between
candidates President
Barack Obama and Governor Mitt Romney,
there are also very important judicial candidates for the Florida
Supreme Court and the
District Courts of Appeals who will be seeking your vote to stay in
office on Nov. 6.
These judges are not
running for a particular
party and will not be
running against anyone
else; we simply have to
mark on the ballot, “Yes”
or “No” for these Judges
to keep their job. If retained by voters, judges
and justices continue in
their position for six
more years before facing another election.
You may be asking
yourself, so what? Why
is this part of the election important? How do
Florida judges affect
me? The answer to that
is simple: If you live in
the state of Florida, you
have to abide by the
laws of this state. The in-

dividuals who interpret
the laws, and make decisions affecting you and
me everyday are the
judges on the ballot.
This part of the ballot regarding judges is
extremely important to
the legal system to be
sure we maintain fair
and impartial courts in
this state; because the
Judges with the majority
of “Yes” votes from voters, will continue to
make decisions on the
law, preside over trials,
and rule over the cases
that affect our everyday
lives.
Be sure to do your
research and pay attention to the judges on the
ballot before you choose
“Yes” or “No” in this
election. If you want to
know more about these
candidates,
go
to:
www.FloridaBar.org/JudicialCandidates.
If you would like to
know more about this
topic; have questions; or
just want to say hello;
please email me at Jacqlyn.Esq@gmail.com. I
would love to hear from
you!

www.T he w eekly C hallenger n ewspaper . Com

ST. PETERSBURG —
The Youth Development
Foundation of Pinellas
County in partnership with
Zeta Upsilon Omega Chapter of Alpha Kappa Alpha
Sorority Inc, the Eta Rho
Chapter of Omega Psi Phi
Fraternity and the Pinellas
County Juvenile Welfare
Board kicked off the 20122013 program year last
month with the annual
AKAdemy Round Up.
The Round Up was
held on a Sunday afternoon under the beauty oak
trees in the Legacy Gardens of the Carter G
Woodson Museum.
With 243 students enrolled, over 500 were in attendance. The AKAdemy
staff welcomed returning
students and introduced
the new students and parents to the objectives and
goals of the group.
The AKAdemy currently provides age/gender specific seminars,
workshops and activities
designed to enhance the
positive development, support and education of our
youth age 10 – 17, most of

who reside in South St. Petersburg.
They strive to promote
the importance of community service and educational
development,
however, a major program
focus continues to be academic
success
and
achievement.
The AKAdemy presented the program calendar
and
encouraged
students and parents to
participate in all activities
designed to enhance
school success, including
academic tutoring, the
ACT practice test and the
variety of workshops designed to support the
needs of our students.
Upcoming activities include the USF College
Fair, Career Speed Dating
Workshop, the Making
Strides Against Breast
Cancer walk, Omega
Achievement Week, and
Girl Talk/Boyz to Men
Workshops.
Applications are accepted annually from February through May and
can be downloaded at
www.zuochapter.org.

5
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COMMUNITY NEWS
Fla. Supreme Court Justices threatened

Fannye Ayer Ponder: Educator, community worker

From JUSTICES , page 1

From PONDER, page 1

Republican Party of Florida is asking voters to
reject three Supreme Court Justices; A. Fred Lewis, Barbara Pariente
and the court’s first black female Justice, Peggy A. Quince.
powerbrokers were getting
favorable opinions and writing opinions for theses justices.
But the worst offender
was the brilliant David McCain, whose future was
promising. McCain was accused of “icing” opinions to
favor friends regardless of
the merits of the case. The
other evidence showed that
McCain was pressuring
lower court judges and rigging opinions to favor his political supporters.
Like a bad horror movie,
the impeachment proceeding played out on television,
radio and in major newspapers. Justice Hal Dekle was
accused of receiving and
using a secret draft opinion
written by a utility lawyer.
Meanwhile Justice Joe
Boyd, also accused of using
the same opinion, denied it
saying he flushed it down
the toilet instead. The Impeachment Committee ordered Boyd to submit to a
psychiatric evaluation. Boyd
returned to the hearing triumphant, waiving his Certifi-

cate of Sanity.
The committee did not
impeach the former bible
salesman so he returned to
the bench. But the affable
Joe Boyd would never shed
the taint of the scandal.
McCain and Dekle resigned in disgrace.
The reforms that followed would close the serious breach of confidence in
the Florida judiciary. Governor Reubin Askew successfully implemented reforms
by appointing a Judicial
Nominations Commission to
recommend judges for the
bench. The reforms were
put in the Constitution.
Very strict campaign
guidelines prohibit judicial
candidates from making
promises of any kind. Voters
will mark “yes” or “no” on
their ballots this November
based on the judge’s record.
The laws were put in place to
keep political influence out of
the judiciary, allowing judges
to remain true to their oath
of impartiality. Judicial experts say it has worked well
for nearly 40 years.

In what is being described as an unprecedented
political meddling, and a
power grab, the Republican
Party of Florida is asking voters to reject three Supreme
Court Justices; A. Fred
Lewis, Barbara Pariente and
the court’s first black female
Justice, Peggy A. Quince.
If the justices are removed, Governor Rick Scott,
a vocal critic of the court,
would appoint their replacements. During the last 18
months, Scott and the Republican legislature pushed
numerous pieces of legislation to undo Merit Retention
and restructure the Florida
Supreme Court.
Those efforts failed.
Scott and the Republicans
have also lost the vast majority of the cases argued before the court.
Legal scholars, former
justices and a host of nonpartisan experts warn that
this kind of interference
would be disastrous. They
say the Florida Supreme
Court is no place for partisan
politics.

St. Petersburg’s first
black physicians. He was
appointed city physician
to the black community in
1926.
Often described as energetic and vivacious,
Mrs. Ponder taught for 20
years at Gibbs High
School while compiling an
outstanding record as a
civic activist. The Florida
A&M graduate organized
the City Federation of
Colored Women’s Clubs
and oversaw the building
of two community centers.
She super vised the
purchase of the NCNW
chapter house a few years
after founding the organization. In a 1969 interview, she was quoted as
saying the property cost
$2,500. Chapter members
raised the money, many
opening their own pocketbooks to help pay.
Mrs. Ponder also
ser ved as a Republican
committee woman during
the days when African
Americans tended to
gravitate to the GOP.
She took particular
pride in selling United
States savings bonds dur-

ing World War II, and in
one stunning evening,
sold $85,000 worth in
Miami.
Raising money for a
school for delinquent
girls near Ocala was another of her pet projects,
and state officials frequently sought her advice
about programs for disadvantaged youngsters.
Dr. and Mrs. Ponder
lived in a seven-bedroom
house on Fifth Avenue S,
an upscale neighborhood
that was demolished during the 1970s to make
way for Interstate 275.
The NCNW chapter
house on Ninth Avenue
has ser ved numerous
purposes. It once was
known as the Southside
Community Center. For a
while, the Pinellas Opportunity Council held its
programs for the elderly
and handicapped there.
Political groups, civic organizations, the Gibbs
High School chorus and
the NAACP have used it.
It sits on the site of a
tennis court where the
first Florida West Coast
tournament for African
Americans was held.

Author, Jon Wilson

Mrs. Ponder was a
member of First Baptist
Institutional
Church,
where she became the
first woman to sit on the
board of trustees.
In 1972, Mayor Herman Goldner declared a
Fannye Ayer Ponder day
to honor her 40-plus years
of service to the city. Mrs.
Ponder died in 1982.
This is another in a series
of columns about historic people, places and events relevant
to the city’s continuing African
American Heritage Project.
For information about the
project, call Kimberly Hinder
at (727) 892-5451 or email
Kimberly.hinder@stpete.org.

P LEAS E S U P P O RT
O U R ADVE RTI S E R S!
TE LL TH E M YO U SAW TH E I R AD I N
TH E WE E K LY C HALLE N G E R!
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COMMUNITY NEWS
Sunday’s Blessed talent show

Calendar
Of events

From TALENT, page 1

as mistress of ceremonies
for the local talent show
that is starting to get noticed.
“I was actually playing
around; just having fun,”
Suggs explained, when “I
started dancing and they
were like ‘we need somebody who’s going to stay up
front.’”
Although her talent lies
in singing the gospel, not
dancing, Suggs was honored and excited to take up
the call of introducing and
helping to organize acts.
“I absolutely love it,”
she beamed. “I have so
much fun doing it.”
Recently, pastor in training Greg Hunt came up
with the idea of the gospel
talent show to showcase
local talent among the
Christian community.
“That’s what God put in
my heart to do,” Hunt simply stated as he explained
there are no prizes or
awards handed out, but
“just people using their talent to glorify God.”
Hunt realized that giving people a forum to use
their talents is a form of
praise and hopes the
church’s talent show will
help local acts showcase
their routines and get the
word out about the church
and their dedication to the
community.
“God gives us many talents, so it’s kind of like a
training ground for gospel
acts,” Hunt said.
Hunt isn’t shy when it
comes to the limelight either and performs a little

Pastor David Moore

gospel rap for the crowd
each week. Grace and
Mercy Church encourages
everyone to try their hand
at performing and wants
word of mouth to carry the
message that all are welcome.
Discrimination is discouraged and all genders,
races, and religions are encouraged to join in the fun.
“The only thing we ask
is that you’re doing it to glorify God,” Suggs asserts,
“because clearly you can’t
come up here and do a
booty shake routine. I think
we might have to pull the
plug on that one.”
So whether you sing,
praise dance, play an instrument or are poetic,
Grace and Mercy Church
wants to see your stuff on
Sunday evenings. Head
Pastor David Moore is
proud of the accomplishments of his church and
the new role they are establishing in the community.
“It is a little different
than traditional churches,”
Pastor Moore stated, “I
want to have the outlet for
people [who] maybe want
to let their nontraditional
talent show.”
Grace
and
Mercy
Church was established
four years ago in an effort
to help families in need to
overcome addiction, homelessness, and separation of
parents due to incarceration. Although the congregation is still growing,
Pastor Moore is excited
that each week brings
more acts to the stage and

14-year-old
Lkherra Thomas

Courtesy of

L-R, Carolyn Bradley, Lorna Flournoy
and Pearlie Porter.

L-R, Shontrae Lemon, Camillia Flournoy
and Calvin Flournoy.
a larger crowd than the
week before.
Local a cappella sensation, Men of Harmony, attends most weeks and is
considered the house act
among regulars of the talent show. But everyone is
welcome with most performers being allotted five
minutes to strut their stuff
and some even returning
for encores.
So if you’re into the
Lord in an artistic way,
Grace and Mercy Church
encourages you to attend

the show.
“We’re just going to
keep doing it until God tells
us to stop,” Pastor Moore
explained.
We’re “just
try[ing] to create a different place for Christians to
go.”
Grace
and
Mercy
Church welcomes all, and
can be reached at 727-3456789, or you may contact
Pastor Moore directly at
pastordavid@gracemercystpete.org

Greg Hunt

Blind Eddie

BUSINESS DIRECTORY
If you are 62 years or older or
mobility impaired on a limited income
YOU MAY QUALIFY FOR A
RENT SUBSIDIZED APARTMENT
at

MLF TOWERS

540 Second Ave. S., St. Petersburg, FL
Call us at (727) 823-1575
FL Relay TTY 1-800-955-8771

LOOK NO FURTHER
FOR CHURCH SUPPLIES
Communion Items • Choir Robes
Bulletins • Bibles
Sunday School books
Gospel CDs / DVDs and so much more

Reader’s Choice Book & Gift Store

(727) 867-3696
HELP WANTED

Experienced Advertising
Sales Representative

Ongoing — Publix now offers their customers
access to free Wi-Fi service inside their
supermarkets - a blessing for customers who
shop with their mobile devices.The Wi-Fi
service will help mobile users access the
Internet and check out products, ingredients,
prices and other useful tools shoppers want
access to while grocery shopping.
Saturday, Oct. 20 — Step back in time as you
walk through a general store, visit an authentic
print shop, an operating sawmill & blacksmith
shop at the annual Autumn Harvest at Boyd
Hill Nature Preserve’s Pinellas Pioneer
Settlement, 3130 31st Street S. Open from 10
a.m. to 4 p.m., enjoy old time fun including
hayrides, bobbing for apples, sack races,
horseshoes, a pumpkin carving contest and
patch, a farmer’s market, and carnival games.
Vendors and crafters may still reserve space
in the market. For more information, call 8937234. Admission is free and open to all ages.
Donations accepted. Entry for the pumpkin
carving contest is $5 with a $25 cash prize.
Saturday, Oct. 20 — “Give so that others
might live” Bone Marrow Drive & Health Fair
— Faith Hope And Determination, Inc. and Mt.
Hermon Missionary Baptist Church presents
their health fair. The event will be held from
10:00 a.m. – 2:00 p.m. at Mt. Hermon
Missionary Baptist Church, 400 S. Levis Ave.,
Tarpon Springs. There will be entertainment,
food, fun, and more! For more information,
contact Ethel “Joy” Grimsley at (727) 530-1566
or fhadinc1@verizon.net.
Saturday, Nov. 3 — “Antiques in the Park,” an
outdoor antiques/collectibles fair, will be held
at Clymer Park in Gulfport (intersection of
Beach Blvd. and Gulfport Blvd.) The show
features antiques and collectibles exhibitors
spread throughout the park, so bring your
walking shoes! FREE admission and FREE
parking for the public. For dealer registration
information, visit www.hulahula.biz or email
hulahula@tampabay.rr.com

HOMEOWNERS
INSURANCE

PICK OF THE WEEK!
53 20 10

Cancelled or Non-Renewed??

WE CAN HELP!!!

727-393-4617

CA$H 3

Larry Eugene Walker • Insurance
Great Automobile Rates • Over 20 Years of Experience

LAW OFFICE OF RODERICK O. FORD PLLC
Employment Discrimination
Worker’s Compensation
Bankruptcy ($500 & up)
Social Security Disability
(727) 209-0814 (St. Petersburg)
or (813) 223-1200 (Tampa)
www.fordlawfirm.org
220 E. Madison St., Ste. 1110, Tampa, FL 33602

838 • 104 • 990
DOG DAYS

1-7
6-3

4-2
5-1

8-4
7-5

Writer Needed!
Start TODAY!
Writers will cover events and feature stories in
Pinellas County and the Bradenton/Palmetto area.

Sell advertising space, including graphic
art, in The Weekly Challenger and
The Weekly Challenger On-Line.
Recommend appropriate sizes
and formats for advertising.
Deliver advertising or proofs to
customers for approval. Commission pay.

Stories must be factually correct,
between 500-600 words unless told otherwise
and be accompanied by pictures of the event.
Correct grammar and punctuation is a must. AP style
of writing is required. Schedule must be flexible.

Email resume to
generalmanager@theweeklychallenger.com
or call 727-896-2922 for an interview.

Email resume to
generalmanager@theweeklychallenger.com
or call 727-896-2922 for an interview.

The following jobs are currently available:
• Health Educator (#19175)
• Mental Health Specialist (temporary/OPS)
• Technology and Systems Analyst (#10742)
• Training Officer (#19171)
For information regarding the above, please go to:
http://employment.usf.edu
or visit the USFSP Human Resources Office at
140 Seventh Ave. S., Bay 206, St. Petersburg, FL
USFSP is an EO/Equal Access Institution.Welcoming...Diverse...Inclusive
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COMMUNITY NEWS
Parent Support for Education Council, Inc. in partnership
with The Weekly Challenger presents:

Parent of the Week Award
ST. PETERSBURG — This award is not a contest; rather the purpose of the
award is to celebrate parental engagement in education by parents and caring
adults. While encountering many challenges, these parents continue to be engaged
in all aspects of their children’s lives.
“My children know that I value education, as an
example I’ve reentered school, and obtained the
Florida Board of Pharmacy Certification. My children were present at my graduation and we always
discuss their future graduations.
This school year I’ve help organize my son’s school
work and as a result he manages his time wisely. My
daughter was encouraged by me to remain true to
herself and has found the transition to middle school
easier.
As often as necessary, I keep the lines of communication to all who are involved in the education and
social success of my children.”
- Yolanda Gelin

“I review my son’s schoolwork and give inhome tests. For extra help with schoolwork, I
have him attending Y-Achievers. I also attend his school functions and programs, and
I volunteer once a week in his class.”
- Stephanie Godbee, a parent of one
child named Elijah Dixon

West Coast A.M.E. Conference
From CHURCH, page 1

bringing an unprecedented growth in constituents to the A.M.E.
This soon became a
driving force in educating
clergy and training teachers in the hopes of improving the lives of African
Americans.
The church’s efforts to
protect and attain freedom
for its followers continue
today in its mission to
“minister to the social,
spiritual, and physical development of all people.”
Freedom now, of course, is
spiritual freedom which
releases the mind from
mental slavery.
“This is without a
doubt, the pinnacle of
what we do,” Bishop Adam
Richardson, Jr. expressed
in his opening remarks to
a packed church.
Bishop Richardson, of
the Eleventh Episcopal
District, continued to
speak of Reverend Burke
of the Hurst A.M.E.
Church in Sarasota, who
after 52 years of service
with the organization,
stepped down from duty to
preach a different gospel –
that of retirement.
“Reverend Burke has
always been around and
he has done a mighty fine
job,” Bishop Richardson

expressed. “Those tracks
that he’s left will be hard to
wipe out because there
isn’t but one Marcus
Burke.”
Bishop Richardson has
known Reverend Burke
for more than five decades
and will remember him for
his dedication, heart, and
his love of the Lord.
“We have traveled the
church up and down and
pastored [sic] together,”
Bishop Richardson reminisced, “and [he] has always been around and
done a mighty fine job
wherever he has gone.”
The ultimate purpose
of the A.M.E. congregation is to not only provide
continuing programs that
will enhance the social development of all people,
but to spread Christ’s liberating gospel.
And the energy in the
room quickly switched
from sincere admiration to
electrifying when retired
Bishop Frank Curtis Cummings did just that. Stepping up to the pew, Bishop
Cummings began to
preach the gospel. The
room exploded in praise as
he chanted for followers
to, “sound the trumpet;
sound the alarm,” and not
to keep the word of God

silent.
Although the A.M.E.
church was built out of adversity and a need to eradicate racial hatred, the
African Methodist Episcopal Church currently has
memberships in 20 Episcopal districts in 39 countries throughout the
world. Membership today
has grown to over two million followers and the
church continues to prosper.
“This is the time of the
passing of the guard,” Presiding Elder Jerome L.
Denmark said. “One person is going out while another is coming in.”
And although Reverend Burke will be
missed in his congregation across the bay, he will
be remembered for his
contributions
to
the
church and his dedication
to inspiring others.
Bishop
Richardson
summed up the message
of the annual West Coast
Conference by blessing
Reverend Burke as he enters retirement, simply
stating, “He will continue
to preach the gospel because as preachers we
never give up preaching,
but we do retire.”
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COMMUNITY NEWS
Rainey’s
Bulletin

Thaise Program’s
college tour
Thaise Educational and
Exposure Tours, Inc. is taking a group of youth on their
18th Annual College and Exposure Tour to Washington,
D.C. The tour is scheduled
for Oct 24 - 28.
The students will tour
the White House, George
Washington
University,
Georgetown University and
Howard University. While
in Washington they will visit
the Smithsonian Museum,
The Washington Monument, Lincoln Memorial and
the Arlington National
Cemetery.
They will also meet and
greet top officials, faculties,
staff and college students.
This trip is an opportunity of a lifetime and a great
experience for the youth.
Some of the at-risk youth
have never flown or been
out of the state of Florida.
Since the inception of
the program, Thaise have
taken youth on college and
exposure tours to visit historical sites, museums and
colleges/universities nationally and internationally.
The tours give the youth
an opportunity to see firsthand the wonders of the
world, and to see the colleges they are interested in
attending and what the requirements are. The tours
encourage the youth to stay
in school, to stay focus and
to work hard in order to pursue their dreams of a college
education.
When attending the
Thaise Program, each child
is made aware that it takes
the 3 Ds to be successful: determination, diligence, and
dedication.
Lauren Lord, a senior at
Gibb’s High School with a
GPA of 3.4, plans to attend
the college tour to Washington, DC. She is the second
oldest of seven children in a
single-family household, and
will be the first to attend a
four year college.
Lord has been participating in Thaise Program since
she was in the 9th grade and
has traveled on many college tours in and out of state.
She is hoping to gain a
wealth of knowledge from
the people she will meet as
well as valuable information

from the colleges she attend
while on this tour.
She is planning to attend
college the fall semester of
2013, but is undecided on
the place to attend. Lord said
her options are open and
will start applying January of
2013.
Willie Smith, a senior at
Riverview High School with
a GPA of 4.6, also plans to attend this college tour. He is
a part of Thaise Senior Program that is working to assist high school senior in
graduating and pursuing
their dreams of attending
college, trade school or becoming employed.
Smith is interested in
touring George Washington
University because he is
considering applying. His
dream is to attend an IvyLeague college. He is a foster child raised by his aunt
and uncle, whom he calls
mom and dad.
They reported that he
has been the best child anyone could ask for. His aunt
stated that his teachers tell
her that they wish they
could clone him in order to
have other students like
him.
Smith is so polite, respectful and helpful and applies himself academically.
He is such and exceptional
young man destined for success. He is on the football
team at Riverview but gave
up his rival game against
Sarasota High to attend this
college tour.
Thaise Educational and
Exposure Tours, Inc. works
with at-risk youth 10 to 18
years of age. The purpose of
the program is to prevent
high school drop-out, drug
and substance abuse, juvenile crime and to prevent
teen pregnancy.
Thaise Educational and
Exposure Tours, Inc. was
formed in 1994 to help reverse the alarming dropout
rate. It became a 501(c) 3 organization in 2003 serving
youth in Sarasota, Manatee,
Pinellas and Orange counties.
This program inspires
youth to stay in school and
to be the best that they can
be in whatever area of study
they choose. They encour-

By Pastor Martin Rainey

Increasing parental
engagement: School
outreach specialist

Chicago College and Exposure Tour
spring break 2008
age students to further their
education, whether it is
through college, vocational,
technical school, an apprenticeship program or on the
job training.
The Thaise program
feels that education and exposure are two keys to
break the shackles from
their mind and to elevate

them to another place in life.
They also feel that the more
a person is exposed to, the
more knowledge they will
acquire making them want
to desire and achieve more
out of life.
For more program information or how to sponsor a
youth, please contact Teresa
Clove, MS at 941-587-5958

A preponderance of
research indicate that
parental engagement,
which includes grandparents, foster parents
and other caring adults,
results in a strong lovebond, significantly increased reading rates,
sharply increases respect for authority by
children in grades preK - 12, especially
through fifth grade.
Where
do
we
start?
In order to break the
cycle of school prison
syndrome, let’s start
with the elementary
schools that serve our
immediate community.
In recent statistics
from the State Department of Education, the
following elementary
schools have students
who are entering the
fourth grade NOT reading at the third grade
level:
Melrose - 84%;
Campbell Park 73%;
Fairmount
Park - 82%;Gulfport 61%;
Woodlawn78%; Maximo - 72%;
Lakewood - 77%;
James Sanderlin 50%; 74th Street50%; Mt. Vernon 49%, and Bear Creek 57%
Given the available
research, it is imperative that parent and
community/village engagement be implemented immediately!
Among many strategies, the Family Outreach Specialist (OS)
would contribute immeasurably to increasing
parental
engagement. Also the

OS would serve as a
valuable liaison between the schools and
the village.
HERE’S HOW:
— Each of the
schools listed above
with 500 or more students need a minimum
of 10 Outreach Specialists.
— The OS would
connect parents with assessed needs such as
available health and
community research.
With the assistance
of an OS, parents and
community/village
would increase engagement 85 percent resulting in saving the school
$1000 per child (PTAHarvard Project - 2009).
Community/village,
let us come together
with the schools and
deal with the problem.
Together we are the solution!!
Your input and critique is appreciated.
Pastor Rainey is the
President of the Parent
Support For Education
Council, inc., Chairman
JWB South County Community Council and also
serves as Outreach Pastor for Faith Memorial
MB Church, Rev. Dr.
Bragg L. Turner, Senior
Pastor.
Pastor Rainey may
be
contacted
at
mrainey390@verizon.ne
t or (727) 420-1326
PSFEC meets every
third Thursday of each
month at 6 p.m. at the
Hospitality House located at 3647 18th Ave.
S., St. Petersburg, adjacent to South Side Tabernacle Baptist Church.
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CHALLENGER SPORTS
High School
Sports News

Gibbs Junior Gladiator Parent Day

BY PHILLIP HAYWOOD

ST. PETERSBURG — It
is clearly no secret that St. Petersburg has its fair share of
little league football organizations. However, how much
parent participation are these
organizations actually getting?
Last Saturday, the Gibbs
Junior Gladiators (GJG)
hosted their annual “Parent
Day.” The festivities included
the parents escorting their
kids out onto the field, and
during halftime the mothers
went out on the field to perform several cheers to delight the crowd.
“Recognizing parents of
the organization and their
children are always a nice
gesture to let them know that
all they do is greatly appreciated,” said President Berton
Clemons of the Gibbs Junior
Gladiators Youth Athletic Association.
“It is a joy to see the high
level of commitment of the
parents, along with the enrichment of the lives of young
people,”
he
finished.
Clemons is already looking
forward to next season.
There is still much work
to be done, and with great
parental involvement the organization can continue to
thrive.
Junior Pee Wees - The
Gibbs Junior Gladiator
squared off against the South
Shore Longhorns of Tampa
in a tight contest. They got on
the board with touchdown
runs of 2 yards by Vennis
Ellis and a 10 yard run by
Alonzo Howard. However,
this was not enough as the
Longhorns pulled out a 13-12
win.
Junior Midgets - The
Longhorns jumped on GJG
early and often. The trio of
Justin McGriff, Marshall Anglin and Anthony Holling-

Sports Writer

ST PETERSBURG
— Over the last several
years, the Lakewood
Spartans Girls Basketball team have been a
force in Pinellas County.
Two key players have
made some early season
commitments to Division-1 basketball programs.
Kasey Drayton, a
power forward, has given
a commitment to the University of Alabama Birmingham, and Tianah
Alvarado, who sustained
an early season ACL tear,
has committed to Seton
Hall. Both players have
been mainstays during
the Spartans state championship runs.
“This is only the beginning and there is more
work to be done,” assured
Head Coach Necole Tunsil.
Ryan Green of St. Pete
Catholic, one of the most
sought after high school

players in the country and
FSU signee, is ahead of
his rehabilitation schedule
with a torn labrum.
He has an appointment with Koco Eaton,
one of the best orthopedic
surgeons in the area, and
the rumblings of him returning for the final two
games continue.
“Ryan cannot sit still
and he has so much energy. He is really itching to
get in there and mix it up,”
said his father. “He will
definitely be ready for the
Under Armor Game in
January.”

The Weekly
Challenger
High School Football
Top 10
Largo Packers (6-0, 2-0)
Lakewood Spartans (6-0, 5-0)
Countryside Cougars (6-1, 2-0)
CCC Marauders (5-1, 1-0)
AFA Blue Jackets (6-1, 4-1)
IRC Golden Eagles (5-1)
Pinellas Park Patriots (4-2, 2-0)
Palm Harbor (1-0, 5-2)
East Lake (1-0, 5-2)
Northeast (5-2, 1-2)

........

Week 8 High School
Football Schedule
Boca Ciega @ Largo
Clearwater @ Countryside
Lakewood Ranch @ Dixie Hollins
Sarasota Riverview @ East Lake
Gibbs @ Middleton
Lakewood @ Jesuit
Pinellas Park @ Northeast
Tarpon Springs @ Osceola
St. Pete @ Seminole
North Port @ PHU
AFA @ Bradenton Christian
Keswick Christian @ Calvary Christian
CCC @ Berkley Prep
IRC @ Northside Christian
Montverde @ SPC
Bishop Mclaughlin @ Shorecrest

.........
All public school game starts at 7:30 p.m.
unless otherwise noted.
Private school games start at 7 p.m.

BY PHILLIP HAYWOOD
Sports Writer

shed proved to be too much
for GJG.
In the first quarter McGriff scored on a short 6 yard
run to put the Longhorns up
6-0. Later in the second quarter, Anglin dashed to the end
zone for a 10 yard score to
give the Longhorns the lead
15-0 at halftime.
GJG just could not seem
to muster up any offense as
the Longhorns would add
two more scores by Hollingshed to blank GJG 27-0.
Midgets - The Longhorns came in with an unblemished record while GJG
came in with two losses and
on the verge of a playoff
berth. They came out and hit
GJG in the mouth early as
Jonathon Trujillo scooted to
the end zone for a 5 yard
touchdown run to put the
Longhorns 6-0.
Later in the first quarter
the Longhorns struck again
as Tyrell Leach tossed a 25
yard touchdown pass to
Javier Vargas and the conversion put them up 14-0. But,
GJG fought back and got on
the board with a 6 yard touchdown by Jermaine Ivory to
cut the deficit to 14-6.
Sheldon Green found his
way to pay dirt on a 6 yard
touchdown run to stretch the
lead to 22-6 at the break. Neither team scored in the third
quarter; however, there were
plenty of fireworks in the
fourth.
Trujillo added a 2 yard
touchdown run to push the
lead to 28-6. GJG started to
build momentum after one of
the Longhorn players sustained a concussion which
halted play for about a half
hour.
GJG attempted to mount
a comeback behind a 6 yard
touchdown run by Alex Gray
and a 12 yard run by Ivory to
make the score 28-19. GJG
couldn’t get any closer.

Homecoming King Toddrick Macon
BY PHILLIP HAYWOOD
Sports Writer

ST. PETERSBURG —
Admiral Farragut Academy
(AFA) is a prestigious college preparatory school
founded in 1933 in Pine
Beach, N. J. and opened in
St. Petersburg in 1945. In
1941, an Act of Congress
designated Admiral Farragut Academy as an
Honor Navy Junior Reserve Officers Training
Corps School as it remains
today.
At AFA, you can soar
above the clouds in aviation
class, or you can dive deep
into the Gulf of Mexico during scuba and oceanography class.
They boast some intriguing alumni such as
Alan Sheppard and Charles

Duke, both noted for walking on the moon. Another
famous
alumnus
is
celebrity
chef
Spike
Mendelsohn, who owns
several high profile restaurants in the Georgetown
area and in Virginia.
But, there is one thing
that AFA could not boast of
until this year – an AfricanAmerican Homecoming
King. With all of their rich
history, a black Homecoming King escaped them.
One of their mainstays
on the football field, Toddrick Macon, was selected
this year’s king. He has attended the academy for
three years and is probably
one of the most popular students on their campus.
Macon is looked upon
as a leader on the football
field; for instance, last sea-

son when Rayshawn Jenkins went out with an injury,
it was Macon who single
handedly carried the team
on his back during a district
playoff push.
Not only a great athlete,
he is also an excellent student. Macon has collegiate
offers to play football at Liberty University and Ball
State. Both institutions expect high academic standards from their players.
In my opinion, being selected as homecoming king
at a school with so much
prestige should be viewed
as quite an honor. He is obviously well respected by
the faculty and his peers.
Toddrick Macon, you
are now apart Admiral Farragut Academy’s rich history.

Toddrick Macon

Haywood’s Friday night football assessment
BY PHILLIP HAYWOOD
Sports Writer

Five things I know
Boca Ciega finally won a
game against a quality opponent with late game interception that helped them
get their first victory of the
season.
Indian Rocks Christian
should not be taken lightly
by the opposition. They
have a dangerous young
trio of backs with Zeke McGaughy, Damian King and
Theo Anderson.
Lakewood may be
ready to challenge teams
across the bay to win a dis-

trict playoff spot. Last season, around this time they
went on a four game skid
and missed the playoffs.
The next two weeks are
very important for them.
Northeast and Pinellas
meet this week and this
game will be for second
place in their district Class
7A-9.
The Largo Packers had
a bye week; they will be
fresh and ready to run the
table for the rest of the season.
There were a lot of players with solid games this
week; however, I am going

to do some different things
with a few other categories.
Offensive MVP- Lakewood’s Tracy Johnson
(QB) threw 5 touchdowns,
while completing only 5/7
passes for 197 yards, along
with three 2 point conversions all in the first half. In
a 65-0 win over Lennard.
Defensive MVP- Osceola’s Austin Lawrence (DB)
intercepted four passes and
recovered a fumble and returned it for a touchdown in
a victory over Clearwater.
X-Factor- Admiral Farragut Academy’s Toddrick
Macon (RB) rushed for 176

yards and three touchdowns in a shutout over victory
over
Calvary
Christian.
New Kid on the
Block- Kaleb Dials (CB),
an eighth grader playing
varsity football for Admiral
Farragut Academy, picked
off two passes for the Blue
Jackets’ defense in a win
over Calvary Christian.
One to Watch- Zeke
McGaughy (RB), the freshman sensation of Indian
Rocks Christian, rushed for
162 yards on 15 carries to
go along with one touchdown.
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ENTERTAINMENT
Miguel Núñez on stage in Tampa
TAMPA — The stars
just keep shining in the
gospel play “Holding On To
What You Never Had.” The
incomparable Shirley Murdock, R&B singer Tony
Terry, and now Miguel
Núñez will all be raising the
roof off the Straz Center
Nov.4.
Miguel A. Núñez, Jr. is
best known for his supporting roles in “The Return of
the Living Dead” and “Life”
and a leading role in the
smash hit “Juwanna Mann.”
Núñez was born in New
York City and was raised by
his grandparents in Wilson,
N.C. His first major starring
role was that of Marcus
Taylor on the CBS series
“Tour of Duty.” He was a
main cast member for all
three seasons of the show.
He later appeared on
the short-lived Fox Network series “My Wildest
Dreams,” as well as the
UPN show “Sparks.” Núñez
also held the recurring role
of Zach in the second season of the Friends spinoff,
“Joey.”
Now he will be adding
his style, comedic timing
and wealth of experience to
make the gospel play “Holding On to What You Never
Had” a roaring success.
For more information
on Nunez, go to his website
www.miguelnunezjr.com.
For more information on
the play, please contact Too
Smooth Entertainment at
vv813-244-7474, or check
out his website at www.toosmoothent.com.

Miguel A. Núñez, Jr.
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CHURCH DIRECTORY
955 20th Street South • St. Petersburg, FL 33712

First Baptist institutional Church

(727) 894-4311

Email: info@mzprogressive.org
Website: www.mzprogressive.org

3144 Third Avenue South,
St. Petersburg, FL 33712
Phone: 727-323-7518

Sunday Worship Services .............................7:45 a.m. & 10:00 a.m.
Sunday School ....................................................................9:00 a.m.
Wednesday Mid-Day Bible Study.........................Noon - 12:30 p.m.
Wednesday Prayer Service.................................................6:00 p.m.
Wednesday Bible Study......................................................6:30 p.m.
Youth Chapel Services - 921 20th Street South
2nd & 4th Sunday Worship Services................................10:00 a.m.
Wednesday Prayer .............................................................6:00 p.m.
Bible Study..........................................................................6:30 p.m.

Sunday School 9:30 a.m.
Praise Time 10:45 a.m.
Morning Worship 10:45 a.m.
Tuesday Night Live Prayer Service & Bible Study 7 p.m.

Mission Statement:

Impact the world by equipping believers
to reach the lost with the gospel of Jesus Christ.

Rev. Louis M. Murphy Sr.
Senior Pastor

Bethel Metropolitan Baptist ChurCh

First Mount Zion Missionary Baptist Church

3455 - 26th Avenue South, St. Petersburg, FL 33711

1121 22nd Street South, St. Petersburg, FL 33712

telephone (727) 327-0554 • Fax (727) 327-0240
E-mail: bchurch5@tampabay.rr.com Web site: www.bmmbc.org

(727) 327-8708

Sunday Worship Services8:00 and 11:00 a.m.
Sunday School ..........................9:30 a.m.
Prayer Meeting (Tuesday).........6:00 p.m.
Bible Study (Tuesday) ...............7:00 p.m.
Baptist Training Union (Sunday)4:00 p.m.

Sunday Worship Service .................10:15 a.m.
Sunday School ..................................9:00 a.m.
Teen Summit (Wednesday)...............7:00 p.m.

Rev. Wallace Elliott
Sr. - Pastor

Bible Study (Wednesday) .................7:00 p.m.

“The Little Church Where Everybody Is Somebody”

“God’s House In The City”

Rev. Rickey L. Houston,
Pastor

ThE Rock

ST. MaRK MISSIOnaRy BaPTIST CHuRCH

Schedule of Services

THE ROCK OF JESUS IS LOCATED AT:
3940 – 18th AVENUE SOUTH
St. Petersburg, Florida
Telephone: 727-327-0015 • Fax: 727-327-0021
Office Hours: Tuesday and Friday
9:00 a.m. – 5:00 p.m.

Rev. Brian K. Brown

“God’s People Return to
the Word of God”
Service Schedule

3001 18th Ave. S.
St. Petersburg, FL 33712
Church 727-327-9904
Fax 727-322-0409
service schedule

Elder Cedric L.
Williams

Pastor

Need a ride? Our Transportation Ministry is available Sundays and Wednesdays

Growing people with a passion for God’s principles

Mission Statement

tuesday

Morning Worship ..........................11:00 a.m.
Wednesday Evening Prayer ............6:30 p.m.

Tutoring offered Tuesday &
Wednesday at 3:30 p.m.
Prayer Meeting 7:00 p.m.
Bible Study 11:00 a.m. & 7:30 p.m.
Youth Bible Study 7:00 p.m.

The church where
what God’s word teaches
is practiced!

serviCes
sunday

Sunday School .................................9:30 a.m.

Wednesday Night Bible Study.......7:30 p.m.

Elder Clarence Welch, Pastor
Elder Carson Skinner, Assistant Pastor
1137 37th Street South, Saint Petersburg, FL 33711
(727) 321-0670

sunday school – 10:30 a.m.
a. M. service – 11:30 a.m.
YpWW (1st & 3rd sunday) – 5:30 p.m.
p.M. service (1st & 3rd sunday) – 6:30 p.m.
p. M. service (2nd & 4th sunday) - 5:30 p.m.
Morning prayer – 9:30 to 10:30 a.m.

Wednesday prayer service – 7:30 p.m.
thursday Bible study (for all ages) – 7:30 p.m.

Pastor Minister Tyrone Ford
and 1st Lady Kadell Ford

rev. ronald l. Bell
pastor

Friendship

Living, Teaching and Preaching the
True Gospel of Jesus Christ, to Save Lost Souls.
Come join in with us.

20th Street
Church of Christ
Bro. robert Smith

Victory Christian Center Church
3012 18th Avenue South
St. Petersburg, Fla. 33712
(727) 321-0911
www.victorychristiancenterchurch.com
Dr. John A. Evans,
Pastor

Sunday...................................................7:45 a.m. and 10:45 a.m. Worship
Sunday School. ................................................................................9:30 a.m.
Wednesday .......................................................Noonday Bible Study and
Bread of Life; 7 p.m. Prayer and Bible Study
Thursday.............................................7 p.m. Youth Enrichment - Awana
“Serving and Saving”
“Inspiring and Instructing”

825 20th Street South
St. Petersburg, FL 33712
home: 896-8006

Sunday morning Worship .........................7:45 a.m.
Sunday morning Bible Class .....................9:20 a.m.
Sunday morning Second Worship ..........10:40 a.m.
Ladies Bible Class monday........................7:00 p.m.
monday evening Bible Class.....................7:00 p.m.
Wednesday morning Bible Class.............10:00 a.m.
Wednesday evening Bible Class .....................7:00 p.m.

Missionary Baptist Church
3300 31st Street South
St. Petersburg, FL 33712
(727) 906-8300
www.fmbctheship.org

727-258-4993

www.ufcfwbc.com

Wednesday Night Bible Study..........7:00 p.m.
Sunday School ................................ 9:30 a.m.
Sunday Worship Service ................11:00 a.m.

(727) 898-9407

WEdnESday

Prayer Tower Church of God in Christ

4116 34th Street South
Pinch A Penny Plaza
St. Petersburg, Florida 33711

207 - 10th Street north
St. Petersburg, FL 33705

Sunday

Having been led, as we believe, by the
Spirit of God to receive the Lord Jesus
Christ as our Saviour; and on the profession of our faith. We the people of
God returning to God’s Word, proclaiming, God’s Will in provoking His
love among one another.

Freewill Baptist Church

10th street Church of God

Sunday School 8:45-10:00 a.m.
Morning Worship 10:00 a.m.
Communion - 1st Sunday of each month
New Members Orientation - Sunday at 8:45 a.m.

Pastor Clark Hazley, Sr.

Church School 9:30 a.m.
and Morning Worship 11:00 a.m.
Power hour of Prayer
Wednesday from noon to 1:00 p.m.
Prayer Meeting / Bible Study
Wednesdays 7:00-8:30 p.m.
W.W.E. (Wednesday Worship Explosion)
Wednesday after the 1st Sunday monthly

Rev. Frank W.
Peterman, Jr.
Pastor

United for Christ

NEW MT. OLIVE
PRIMITIVE BAPTIST CHURCH

GENESIS
WORSHIP
CENTER
CHURCH

4000 5th Avenue South, St. Petersburg, FL 33711
Telephone: 727-321-7375

JESuS MiSSionARy BAPTiST chuRch

Van service is available by calling: (727) 327-0015

Church School . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 9:30 a.m.
Morning Worship . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 10:45 a.m.
Baptist Training Union . . . . . . . . . . . . . 5:00 p.m.
Prayer Meeting and Bible Study
Wednesday 7:00 p.m.

MOUNT PILGRIM MISSIONARY BAPTIST CHURCH

oF

Church School: ........................................9:15 a.m. – 10:00 a.m.
Devotion: ...............................................10:00 a.m. – 10:20 a.m.
Praise and Worship: ...............................10:20 a.m. – 10:30 a.m.
Morning Worship Service:..........................................10:30 a.m.
Saints of Prayer each Monday ..................................12:00 Noon
Bible Study each Tuesday: ..........................................6:30 p.m.

1301 - 37th Street South, St. Petersburg, FL
(727) 321-6631 • www.stmarkch.org

1818 29th Avenue N.
St. Petersburg, Florida
727.898.5571
Worship
Sunday
Pastor Michael T. and
11:30 a.m.
Elect Lady Sheila Culbreth

REv. DR. WAynE G. ThoMPSon,
PASToR

Come Worship With the First Baptist Family

“Helping and Healing”
“Praying and Praising”

Claude S. Williams,
Pastor

Schedule of Services
Sunday Worship*
10:30 a.m.
Wednesday Bible Study* -7:00 p.m.
Friday Prayer -7:00 p.m.
Intercessory Prayer - 9:00 a.m.
(except Wednesdays)

Victory Christian Center is a Word of Faith Church.
For more information about the other services and
ministries at Victory Christian Center, please call (727) 321-0911.
*Nursery and Youth Services Available

Promote Your ChurCh!

Call for advertising rates today! 727-896-2922
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CHURCH NEWS
Friendship MBC
“The Ship – One Lord,
One Faith, One Baptism, One
Church.”
Friendship
Missionary
Baptist Church is a Family of
believers in Christ, reaching
out to the world, preaching the
gospel to the unsaved and
teaching the saved to serve by
demonstrating the Love of
Christ.
With all of the blessings
that God bestows on us, we
will be honoring our pastor
and his family that proudly
stands behind him.
A joyous recognition for
the tireless dedication of
teaching the Word that continuously help us to improve our
relationship with God will be
highlighted throughout our
Pastor’s 15th Anniversary celebration.
We sincerely request your
presence during our special
recognitory events to Give
God The Glory for Dr. Evans,
Sr., and his Family invaluable
contributions to the Church
community.
MARK YOUR CALENDAR
Pastor’s 15th Anniversary
Events Numbers 6:24-26
Theme: “Declaring a Blessing
for the Man of God in his Di-

vine Grace”
Oct. 27 — 8:30 a.m.
100 Women in White
Prayer Breakfast – Friendship
Missionary Baptist Church.
Please call the Church Office
for donation information:
727.906.8300.
Oct. 31 — 7 p.m.
The SHIP’s Youth Church
– “O How I Love Jesus” Praise
Party. We gladly request you
and your family to come join
us to celebrate both Christ and
our Children together. First
Lady Evans, Youth Director.
Nov. 3 — 4 p.m.
“Boys to Men” Fashionable Event – Friendship Missionary Baptist Church.
Please call the Church Office
for donation information:
727.906.8300.
Nov. 11 — 4 p.m.
Guest Speaker: Pastor
Carlos Senior, New Hope Missionary Baptist Church, Saint
Petersburg, FL.
Nov. 14 — 7 p.m.
Guest Speaker: Pastor
Louis Murphy, Mt. Zion Progressive Missionary Baptist
Church, St. Petersburg, FL.
Nov. 16 — 7 p.m.
Black Tie Banquet – Banquet Master, 8100 Park Boulevard, Pinellas Park. Please call

St. Mark MBC

the Church Office for donation
information.
Nov. 18 — 7:45 a.m.
Guest Speaker: Pastor
Robert Evans, Mt. Lebanon
Baptist Church, Akron, Ohio.
Nov. 18 — 10:45 a.m.
Guest Speaker: Dr. Gaston Smith, Friendship Missionary Baptist Church,
Miami.
Nov. 18 —4 p.m.
Guest Speaker: Dr. Larry
Mills, Mt. Sinai Missionary
Baptist Church, Orlando, FL.
Have you found the key?
If you’re looking for the key to
happiness or heaven, you’ll
find it through Jesus Christ.
Dr. John A. Evans, Sr., and
Friendship welcomes you to
our open doors. Friendships’
Morning Services starts 7:45
a.m. and 10:45 a.m. Sunday
School begins 9:30 a.m.
Prayer still works for the
glory of God. Come join us
each Wednesday for Noonday
Bible Study or each Wednesday night at 7 p.m. as we study
in the Book of MARK, Dr.
John A. Evans, Sr., facilitator.
Friendship is located at
3300 31st St. S., St. Petersburg, Florida 33712. Our telephone number: 727-906-8300.
God Bless You – The Ship!

Mt. Zion Progressive MBC
“Impact the world by equipping believers to reach the lost
with the gospel of Jesus Christ.”
Reverend Louis Murphy,
Sr. and the entire Mt Zion family extend an open invitation to
join us not only in Sunday worship, but also throughout the
week for various programs
and ministries.
Oct. 19 – Men’s Ministry
Movie Night - “Courageous” 6
p.m. in the Main Sanctuary.
One-80 Teen Ministry will
host “College Prep 101” Parents and Teens if college is in
your future please join College
Prep 101, held the 1st and 3rd
Tuesday’s of each month in
the Youth Fellowship Hall 6:30
– 7:30 p.m.
C.A.R.E. weekly Tuesday
night meetings have changed
to the 1st and 3rd Tuesday at
7. Join us at the CARE building. For more information
contact Min. Keith Murphy at
727- 289-6957.
Nov. 11 - The Girls Scouts

presents “Showcase Your Talent.” Come out and cheer on
our young ladies as they show
off their talent, from 5:30 – 8
p.m. in the Youth Chapel.
Entry forms are available in
the Ministry House. For more
information contact Lisa Davis
727-798-8909 or Rhonda Jackson 727-320-2700. Sponsored
by troops 1020 and 2233.
MPAC – Seeking experienced Saxophonist, Trumpet
and Trombone musicians for
the Main Sanctuary Choir.
Please inquire by calling the
church office.
Reading & Math Enhancement Tutorial Program –
Grades K – 9th will be offered
homework assistance, math,
reading, and vocabulary skills,
and much more. Applications
available at Mt Zion Human
Services. Or contact Ms.
Doris Newton at (727)8220443, ext. 301
Young Adults – Are you 18
– 35 years of age? A college

student home for the summer?
Then come join the Young
Adult Ministry every Tuesday,
from 7 – 8 p.m. in the Youth
Education Bldg.
New Members – If you
joined Mt. Zion, and have not
completed your Christian Basics, classes are held every
Monday at 6:30 p.m.
Let’s Get Connected!
Mt. Zion Progressive is
now social. Checkout the latest events, ministry news, and
more by following us on
FACEBOOK, TWITTER and
YOUTUBE. Visit our website
and let’s get connected today!
www.MZProgressive.org
For additional information
on any of these announcements, contact the church office.
Mt. Zion Progressive Missionary Baptist Church. 955
20th St. S., St. Petersburg Fla.
Phone: 727-894-4311, email:
info@mzprogressive.org.

Bethel Metropolitan Baptist Church
Bethel Metropolitan Missionary Baptist Church,
“God’s House in the City,”
under the leadership of Dr.
Rickey L. Houston extends an
invitation to the community to
join us as we declare the living
Word of God.
Join us at 9 a.m. for Sunday School and 10:15 a.m. for
worship service. Bible Study
and Teen Summit/Children
Rising are held Wednesdays at
7 p.m.
We are committed to a

Christ-centered, people-centered, team-centered and
bible-based teaching ministry;
with priorities focused on love,
forgiveness, unity, peace and
growth. We celebrate in worship, we care for one another,
we cultivate the fullest spiritual
life possible both individually
and corporately; and we communicate God’s truth at every
opportunity.
Living out these principles
results in a kaleidoscope of
ministries for all ages and in-

terests. We also encourage the
community to make use of our
Prayer Line (727-321-9645).
The Youth Ministry is
preparing for Harvest Fest the
Christian alternative to Halloween Wed., Oct. 31. Join us
for fun, food, games and fellowship from 6-8 p.m.
Telephone: 727-327-0554
Fax:
727-327-0240
Email:bchurch5@tampabay.rr.
com
Website:
www.bmmbc.org

First Mt. Zion MBC
First Mt. Zion Missionary
Baptist Church Unity Day Activities
The youth of First Mt. Zion
will be hosting their Unity Day
observance Sun., Oct. 21, during the 11 a.m. services.
The speaker of the hour
will be Minister Andre Dodson
from Mt. Zion Progressive
Missionary Baptist Church,

where Reverend Louis M.
Murphy, Sr. is pastor.
Several members of the
Youth department from the
Mt. Zion Progressive ministry
will also be in attendance.
The culmination of activities will take place Sun., Oct.
28 with Minister Watson
Haynes II of Bethel Metropolitan Missionary Baptist as the

Men’s speaker during the 8:00
am service.
Sunday School at 9:30 a.
m. will be visited by Superintendent Cynthia Ford of New
Jerusalem Missionary Baptist.
Minister Diana Hunt of
Mt. Zion Progressive Missionary Baptist Church will be the
11 a.m. Women’s speaker.
All are invited to attend.

Kingdom Restoration, Inc.

Faith Based Outreach Ministry
3530 1st Avenue North, Ste. 217
St. Petersburg, Florida 33713

(727) 564-1389
Pastor Shurrea Daniels

Motto: Restoring One Life At A Time

We provide independent services to young women,
between the ages of 18-21, that have aged out of foster care.
Services Offered:
Community Housing, Life Skills, Financial Planning
Performing Arts and Technical Assistance
We also Offer:
E.V.E. Enrichment Classes on Monday and Wednesday 6-8 p.m.
Every 3rd Saturday Women’s Ministry 1-3 p.m.

Visit Us At http://www.kingdomrestoration.info/

81st
ANNIVERSARY
WEEK CELEBRATION The
St. Mark Missionary Baptist
Church, its pastor, the Reverend
Brian K. Brown, its official staff
of Deacons and Trustees, and
the entire congregation, extends to the community at large
an invitation to continue with us
as we celebrate our 81st Church
Anniversary.
We invite you to join us
for week night services with
our guest churches Oct. 18-19
at 7 p.m. Anniversary services culminates on Sun., Oct.
21 during the regular 10:45
a.m. worship service.
Share in this time of celebration with us as we give
thanks to the Lord for allowing St. Mark Missionary Baptist Church to be a beacon of
hope, help and healing to the
community at large. We have
been highly blessed of the
Lord to have rendered 81

years of service in His name
and to the St. Petersburg
community.
Calendar for the Month of
October
Oct. 17 - Anniversary
Guest Church-First Baptist
Institutional Church, Rev.
Wayne G. Thompson, Pastor.
7 p.m.
Oct. 18 - Anniversary
Guest Church - New
Jerusalem M. B. Church. Rev
Troy Adams, Pastor. 7 p.m.
Oct. 19 - Anniversary
Guest Church-New Mt. Olive
Primitive Baptist Church,
Rev. Cedrick Williams, Pastor
Oct. 21 - Anniversary Finale 10:45 a.m. Service Only
Oct. 24 - Church Outing –
Mt. Sinai
Sunday School held for
both children and adults of all
ages. Sunday School starts
each Sunday morning at 9:30.
All are invited to come out

and join us.
Baptist Training Union is
each Sunday at 5 p.m. Members and the general public
are invited to come out study
the Bible with us, and learn
“What Baptist Believe”.
Children and Youth Ministry Meetings are held every
Tuesday at 6 p.m. Children in
the community are welcomed
to join us.
N I. K. E. After School Tutoring (4:30-6 p.m.) on Tuesdays and Thursdays.
Young Adult Ministry
every Monday from 6:30 p.m.
(Bible Study)
Sunday School Teachers’
Meeting is held every Tuesday at 7 p.m.
Senior Hour of Power
Bible Study is held every
Wednesday at 9:30 a.m.
Prayer Meeting and Bible
Study every Wednesday
evening at 7.

United for Christ Freewill
Baptist Church
United for Christ Freewill Baptist Church
Invites you to our Prayer Breakfast Sat., Oct.
27, from 8:30 a.m. – 11 a.m. Our keynote
speaker will be Lady Marsha Tarver of St.

John Missionary Baptist Church in Clearwater. For registration information please call
727-744-3589.

Celebrating 107 years
McCabe United Methodist Church will host
a 107 Anniversary Banquet Saturday, Oct. 27.
The banquet will be held at the St. Petersburg Country Club
located at 2000 Country Club Way South from 6-9:30 p.m.
The cost for this event is $50.00 per person. Tickets are available upon request.
Please join McCabe in an elegant night of good food, fellowship, entertainment, and
dance. There will be door prizes and a selection of items to bid on during a silent auction.
Dress attire for the occasion is dressy or after five.
Tickets and other information may be obtained by calling 867-2961 or 866-3981.
McCabe is located at 2800 - 26th Ave. S., St. Petersburg, FL 33712.
Rev. I. James Mitchell, Pastor

Pastor’s Corner
BY PASTOR SARAH EDWARDS

Visible Voices Christian Community Association

Does God permit injustice
and allow oppression?
This presidential election is
like no other in our history.
God is being brought into public debates and behind closed
church doors. Even though
the Bible was finished nearly
1,700 years before the United
States existed, it contains principles in how we should live
today. The conservatives and
the liberals are wondering
‘what’s going on?’
Firstly, the God of yesterday is the same God today and
shall be the same God tomorrow no matter who wins this
presidential election. God’s
perspective is ‘good news’ for
Christians about politics as it is
for every area of our life.
The church is commissioned by the Almighty God to
help the individual understand
who God is, accept the finished
work of Jesus on the cross and
love your city into the Kingdom (government) of God.
His purpose is to manifest
lifting the bonds of oppression,
establishing justice for young
and old, weak and powerful,
rich and poor. [Isaiah 52:7]
God also designed a purpose for man-made government. Our president requires
wise judgment to be the leader
of every citizen and not a particular interest group.
Originally, the only all wise
God with infinite wisdom
chose the seed of Abraham,
Isaac and Jacob unto Himself
to develop the Hebrew Israelite
people into a suburb of heaven
upon the earth.
Nevertheless, 10 of the 12
tribes of Israel (the Northern
confederacy) whose capital
was Samaria rebelled continuously against God ruling them
as their King. They wanted to
be like other people and have a
man that they could see to govern them telling them what
they could and could not do.

They also wanted to establish a different religious order
to replace the one God gave
them through Moses. They
wanted the freedom to reason
about matters at hand according to what was right in their
sight. Their continually rejecting God caused God to reject
them. God further declared
that they would never be recognized as a nation in the earth
again. That is, until Jesus’ second return and reign on the
earth.
The remaining two tribes
Benjamin and Judah (the
Southern Confederacy) whose
capital was Jerusalem began to
follow suit rebelling against
God.
God’s purpose is to redeem all mankind through the
tribe of Judah. He had mercy
on them rather than the larger
group. The Levites joined the
Southern Confederacy. God
sent His prophets to forewarn
them how he would win their
hearts back to Him and become once again the ‘lover of
their soul’ but the process wasn’t going to feel good! They
were chastised severely and
the south did rise again!
[Habakkuk]
God permitted injustice to
be done by a heathen king who
was brutal, using selfish,
greedy and deceitful desires to
oppress Judah. They build
their cities with riches gained
by oppression, deceit, covetousness, and innocent blood
of slaves. [Ecclesiastes 5:8
Malachi 3:5]
They were religious
enough to know God was
using them, but they could not
understand that God created
the good and permitted the evil
for His glory. In their arrogance they did not hesitate to
use any means at their disposal
to seduce, control and destroy

God’s chosen people.
Whenever Judah was
made slaves by their captives,
other people would occupy
their land and claim it as their
own. I guess they found it.
They thought they were doing
God a favor. But God was not
happy with the liberties the
King took. God avenged Judah
and they did turn back to the
God of their father. Have you?
[Acts 9:1-4]
In today’s election, many
advance their cause by slanging scriptures out of context,
while using the name of the
Lord to justify their messianic
complex. God controls the
heart of people and will turn it
as He pleases. But He never
controls our will.
Today religious people
with evil intent continue to look
upon God’s chosen people as
insignificant and do not understand that they could be the instrument God is using to drive
the Seed of Abraham, Jesus
Body, the Church, back into
the loving arms of their LORD
God and soon coming King of
a government without end.
God loves everyone unconditionally and requires the
same from us. The only way
back to God our Father is still
through the Seed of Abraham,
Jesus Christ. So whenever you
hear people declaring they are
the new and improved Israel.
Ask them which one?
The Bible does not teach
Christians how to vote. There
is not just one ‘Christian’ position on political issues. The
Church must focus what’s God
purpose for putting human beings on earth in the first place
and maintain the Christian
world view for themselves.
Therefore, we must PRAY
and we must vote.
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GENERAL ELECTION - NOVEMBER 6, 2012
(Voter Registration Deadline – October 9)
3 Ways to Vote
Whether voting by mail, early or on Election Day, each voter will
receive a 4-page ballot (2 ballot cards) with 11 constitutional amendments
1.

Vote by Mail – Receive and vote your ballot in the comfort of your home
To request a mail ballot visit www.votepinellas.com or call (727) 464-VOTE (8683)
Ballots can be returned by mail or dropped off at any dropoff location

2.

Vote Early – Vote at any Pinellas Elections Office
Early Voting is available: October 27 – November 3, Saturday – Saturday, 7 a.m. to 7 p.m.
Bring photo and signature ID to avoid delays.
Locations –
13001 Starkey Rd., Largo (Starkey Lakes Corporate Center)
315 Court St., Room 117, Clearwater (Courthouse)
501 1st Ave. N., St. Petersburg

3.

Vote on Election Day – Vote in your home precinct polling place
Polls are Open 7 a.m. – 7 p.m.
To find Election Day precinct and polling place information visit
www.votepinellas.com or call (727) 464-VOTE (8683).
Bring photo and signature ID to avoid delays.

Be “Election Ready” – Voter Education is the Key to Optimizing Your Voting Experience

Deborah Clark
Pinellas County Supervisor of Elections

